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Why Every PubMed User Needs a Personalized My NCBI Account 
If you use PubMed, don’t forget to set up a My NCBI (www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/myncbi/) 
account to retain your customized information and preferences. 

 
Here are seven advantages to having a My NCBI account: 
 
1. Store and save your PubMed and Entrez database searches, and update them to see 

new PubMed references or database content whenever you want. 
2. Create topical collections of your selected PubMed references and share them with your 

colleagues. 
3. Pick your favorite highlighting color in My NCBI preferences. You’ll be able to find your 

search terms without difficulty since they will be highlighted in retrieved PubMed refer-
ences. 

4. When connecting to PubMed via Pitt’s secure remote access (sremote.pitt.edu) or   
Connect@UPMC (connect.upmc.com), set your Outside Tool  to “University of Pitts-
burgh Health Sciences Libraries” to easily link to HSLS full-text journal articles. 

5. Use the My NCBI filter option to easily identify references from your PubMed search 
that are systematic reviews, clinical trials, RCTs; or are about infants or the elderly; or 
are in the domain of bioethics, AIDS or cancer.  There are many PubMed filter options 
that may be just right for your own discipline. 

6. Use My NCBI’s recent activity feature to view searches you did up to 6 months ago 
when using your My NCBI account. 

 
And for all those writing grants and articles: 
 
7. Save your “authored” references (journal articles, books, meetings, patents and pres-

entations) in My Bibliography and manage peer review article compliance with the NIH 
Public Access Policy. 

 
For help with PubMed and My NCBI, please call the Main Desk at 412-648-8866 or  
Ask-A-Librarian (www.hsls.pitt.edu/askalibrarian). 
 



Technical considerations when using My NCBI:   
                                                                                                                                                         
 To use My NCBI, your Web browser must accept cookies and allow pop-ups from NCBI 

Web pages.                         
 For My NCBI to work via Pitt’s secure remote access server you need to do the following: 

 
In Internet Explorer:  
 
1. Select Tools. 
2. Select Internet Options.  
3. Select the Security tab.  
4. Click on Trusted sites.  
5. Click on the Sites button. 
6. Add under trusted sites the two URLS:  

 https://sremote.pitt.edu  
 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov 
 
 For technical assistance accessing My NCBI through Pitt’s secure remote access server, 

call Pitt’s Technology Help Desk at 412-624-HELP.  
 For technical assistance accessing My NCBI through Connect@UPMC.com, call UPMC’s 

ISD Help Desk at 412-647-HELP. 
 
To learn more: 
 
 My NCBI quick tours (www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/disted/pubmed.html) from the National Li-

brary of Medicine. 
 My NCBI help  
 (www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/bookshelf/br.fcgi?book=helpmyncbi&part=MyNCBI). 
 Hutcherson L. My NCBI: Managing compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy using 

My Bibliography. (www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/techbull/jf10/jf10_myncbi_redesign.html) 372 
(Jan-Feb 2010):e8. 

 Nahin AM. Recent activity extended with My NCBI (www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/techbull/ja09/
ja09_pm_recent_activity_ncbi.html).  NLM Technical Bulletin. 369(Jul-Aug 2009):e1.   

 Nahin AM. Share your PubMed collection and customize filters with My NCBI 
(www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/techbull/mj09/mj09_pm_myncbi_collections.html). NLM Techni-
cal Bulletin. 368(May-June 2009):e12.    

 
~ Charles Wessel  
 
 
Director’s Reflections...National Library Workers Day 

The American Library Association has declared April 13, 2010 as National 
Library Workers Day so we can recognize the valuable contributions of our 
many employees who—together with faculty librarians—maintain our ser-
vices and resources.  HSLS has staff in all departments, some of whom deal 
directly with our users and others who work behind the scenes.   
 
Staff at the main desks in HSLS libraries and in Falk Library’s CMC check out 
books, videos and laptops, handle reserve materials and computer ques-
tions, help users with photocopy and printing challenges, answer myriad 

questions, and direct users to resources (as well as the classrooms, the cafeteria and the 



restrooms).  They greet users with a smile early in the morning, and wave good-bye when 
the library closes at the end of a long day.   
 
Staff in the busy Document Delivery Department provide nearly 3,000 articles every month 
to libraries around the world, in addition to hundreds of articles monthly for our own users.  
Staff members in our off-site storage facility oversee 200,000 print volumes, and scan and 
email requested items within a few hours. 
 
Computer services staff maintain and upgrade dozens of servers, as well as public and 
staff computers, so that our Web site and resources are available 24x7.  It’s not unusual 
for one of them to be at their desk in the wee hours of the morning to upgrade software or 
fix a malfunctioning server. 
 

Collections and Technical Services staff order and pay for materials, and 
manage the metadata so we can keep track of the nearly half a million 
print items in our collection and provide seamless access to the thou-
sands of e-journals and e-books that we license. 
 
And last—but certainly not least—are the staff members in my office, 
who reconcile our budget reports, maintain supplies, manage adminis-
trative paperwork, coordinate facilities and maintenance, and make sure 
everyone gets paid! 
 
Without our dedicated staff, the library couldn’t function.  Please join me 
in saying thank you! 

 
 
Free CME 

Free continuing medical education (CME) opportunities are available to UPMC clinicians 
through library subscribed resources and various Web sites. All CME opportunities available 
through HSLS are outlined in detail in the How Do I? factsheet: Which HSLS Resources 
contain CME opportunities (www.hsls.pitt.edu/howdoi/article.php?id=213). 
 
Below are selected free CME resources available through HSLS subscriptions.  Note: You 
must be using a computer connected to the UPMC network or signed in via Connect@UPMC 
(www.hsls.pitt.edu/services/remote).  To receive CME credits, most resources require a 
free registration. 
 
AccessMedicine Harrison's Grand Rounds Lectures  
(www.accessmedicine.com/grand_cme.aspx) 
 Online lectures range from 15 to 30 minutes and focus on clinical management and 

treatment of common disease. 
 
CardioSourcePlus CME for Physicians (www.cardiosource.com/cme/physicians.asp) 
 Read and answer questions regarding expert opinions and case studies or watch online 

presentations. 
 
MD Consult CME (www.mdconsult.com/php/187080168-2/homepage) 
 Read the articles in Clinical Cornerstone, a bi-monthly CME journal, and answer the ques-

tions or view the interactive grand rounds, called CyberRounds. Note: Free CME credits 
are only available for the first 5 CyberRounds viewed. 

 To receive credits you must print the CME Test Form and return by fax or mail. 



NCME-TV (www.hsls.pitt.edu/resources/ncmetv) 
 New online programs added monthly.  Topics range from diabetes to end of life care. 
 Self-assessment quizzes and activity evaluations can be completed online and CME cer-

tificates are automatically generated from the site. 
 
The following Web sites offer free CME opportunities with registration: 
 
AHC Media (www.freecme.com/gindex.php) 
 Offers both AMA PRA Category 1 and specialty association credits such as ACPE or AAP 

for watching webcasts on topics ranging from lung cancer to obesity. 
 
CEMedicus (www.cemedicus.com) 
 All presentations are rated by past viewers with comments. 
 Can browse CMEs by disease, topic, or profession (Physician, LPN, Dietitian etc.). 
 
Cleveland Clinic (www.clevelandclinicmeded.com) 
 Includes webcasts, text-based CME, podcasts, and a listing of live events. 
 
MedscapeCME Today (cme.medscape.com) 
 Mobile version allows quick completion of activities via the iPhone and iPod touch. 
 
For more information on CME opportunities, please contact the Falk Library main desk at 
412-648-8866 or Ask A Librarian (www.hsls.pitt.edu/askalibrarian). 
 
~ Melissa Ratajeski  
 
 
 
Medpedia Adds Clinical Trials Feature 

Medpedia (www.medpedia.com/home), the medical wiki edited by physi-
cians and PhDs, has continued to expand since the HSLS Update first re-
ported on it in June, 2009 (www.hsls.pitt.edu/updatereport/?p=2048). In 
addition to authoritative information about health, medicine, and the 
body, Medpedia has added a clinical trials tool to its menu, Medpedia 
Clinical Trials (www.medpedia.com/clinical-trials). Medpedia Clinical Tri-
als updates every 24 hours from the data on ClinicalTrials.gov, a registry 
of federally and privately supported clinical trials conducted in the United 
States and around the world. 

 
The Clinical Trials search interface is available in two tabs labeled Plain English (Simple 
Search) or Clinical (Advanced Search). Additional fields beyond the initial search box in 
the simple search interface are optional. Note that once a simple search is performed, the 
additional options from the advanced search are provided on the results page for further 
filtering. It clearly states on every screen that “Clinical Trials data is updated daily.” 
 
Medpedia includes health and medical information for use by both healthcare professionals 
and consumers. The site is structured around a collaborative encyclopedia, a directory of 
professionals and organizations, and topical Communities of Interest that draw from the 
expertise of the contributing experts and members. The new addition of the Medpedia 
Clinical Trials interface makes searching for related information easier and faster for both 
professional and patient. 



Personalized accounts allow members, including consumers, to focus on specific health 
concerns and easily gather information in one coordinated online “dashboard.”  The new 
Clinical Trials tool automatically links to members’ selected Communities of Interest.  This 
feature allows people with common health interests to share information and communicate 
inside Medpedia. Anyone may join and create a community of interest. 
 
Medpedia has become a highly responsive information service that provides authoritative, 
timely information to both health care professionals and consumers alike. 
 
 
~ Andrea Ketchum  
 
 
 
 
Mobile MedlinePlus® 
One of the most trusted Web sites for consumer health information, MedlinePlus® 
(medlineplus.gov), is now available on your mobile device.  The National Library of  
Medicine (NLM) developed Mobile MedlinePlus® (m.medlineplus.gov) in order to reach as 
large an audience as possible and to be usable on a variety of devices.  Whether you are 
here in the United States or traveling abroad, reliable health information is available at 
your fingertips. 

 
The content on Mobile MedlinePlus® is a subset of the content you will find 
on NLM’s authoritative Web site, MedlinePlus®. Utilizing Vivisimo technol-
ogy, the same technology that powers the HSLS Web site’s search function, 
users can: 
 
 Search using keywords. 
 Browse or search over 800 health topic summaries. 
 Search for over-the-counter or prescription medication information. 
 Search for disease information with images in the medical encyclopedia. 
 
Information on the mobile site is available in both English and Spanish 
(m.medlineplus.gov/spanish). 

 
Please take note that Mobile MedlinePlus® is an actual mobile Web site and not a mobile 
“app” (application). Blackberry users will find special instructions on the FAQ Mobile 
MedlinePlus® (www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/faq/mobile.html) page. 
 
Whether you are on the go or at home, high-quality health information is only a touch 
away. 
 
Reference 
 
1. Frant L. Badke W. Mobile MedlinePlus®: Health Information On-the-Go 

(www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/techbull/jf10/jf10_mobile_mplus.html). NLM Technical Bulletin.  
372(Jan-Feb 2010):e6. 

 
~ Michelle Burda  
 



HSLS to Discontinue Copy Cards 
In the coming weeks, Falk Library will switch to an updated cash/coin payment system on 
its photocopiers and printers. Patrons have always been able to use cash or coin for photo-
copies, but the library printers required the purchase of a copy card. This update will make 
printing more convenient for HSLS patrons. 
 
In addition, in the coming weeks, University departments, and patrons with Pitt ID’s, will 
be able to pay for photocopying using Panther Cards (www.pc.pitt.edu/card) on one of the 
library’s photocopiers. 
 
By fall, all photocopiers and printers will be fully operational to accept both cash/coin and 
Panther Cards.  At this time, the library’s outdated copy card system will be eliminated.  
Until then, all print stations and 2 photocopiers will continue to accept copy cards in order 
to allow users time to deplete any remaining value on existing cards. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Falk Library main desk at  
412-648-8866. 
 
~ Renae Barger 
 
 
 
 
HSLS Web Site Available on UPMC Infonet 

Electronic access to HSLS is now available on UPMC's Infonet in the A-Z Listing or by se-
lecting Quick Links/Applications. 
 

 

Treasures from the History of Medicine Collection  
Be sure to visit the exhibit tables in the Falk Library lobby and Rare Books Room for a fas-
cinating display illustrating the progress of public health and hygiene studies through 
books in our non-circulating History of Medicine collections. 
 
One such book is the 1885 title, Women, Plumbers, and Doctors; or, Household Sanitation, 
by Harriette Plunkett. This illustrated work elucidates the author’s notion of women’s place 
in sanitary reform, suggesting that if women and plumbers did “their whole sanitary duty, 
there will be comparatively little occasion for the services of doctors.” As well as a social 
and historical curiosity, Plunkett’s book is considered valuable to architecture scholars in-
vestigating how the advice offered to women by experts in the home economics movement 
may have been applied to architectural design.  
 
On display in the Rare Books Room are several European works on the plague. Fillipo In-
grassia’s Informatione del pestifero, et contagioso morbo …, depicting the plague of 1575 
in Palermo, is the oldest book on the subject in our collection. The magnificent folio Trac-
tatus de avertenda et profliganda peste politico-legalis eo lucubrates tempore by Geronimo 
Gastaldi (Bologna 1684) is one of the most important books on quarantine. Beautifully 
mapped and depicted, this documentation of the 1656-57 plague was authored by the 
commissioner of health in the city of Rome during the epidemic. It is said that the sanitary 



precautions introduced by Gastaldi were the reason why the plague claimed only 14,000 
victims in Rome, while 300,000 people died in Naples. Also worth viewing is Loimologia: 
or, An historical account of the plague in London in 1665, by Nathaniel Hodges, celebrated 
as the best medical record of that Great Plague. 
 
Richard Meade’s A short discourse concerning pestilential contagion, and the methods to 
be used to prevent it (London 1720) was written as a response when he was asked to give 
his advice on plague. His views and prophecies were highly valued, leading to his book be-
ing reprinted seven times in one year, which was unheard of during that period. Meade’s 
work is historically important in understanding contagious diseases, and he is viewed as a 
pioneer in the field of public health. 
 
For more information, call HSLS Collections and Technical Services at 412-648-2049 or 
email techserv@pitt.edu. 
 
~ Sarah LaMoy and Gosia Fort  
 
 
 
Changes at Falk Library 
In order to streamline operations and provide better information to our users, the circula-
tion and reference desks at Falk Library have been combined into one service desk.  The 
desk as you enter the library has been renamed the Main Desk.  You can now check out a 
book, request a reserve item, or ask a question at the Main Desk.  Reference librarians are 
available as always Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–5 p.m. and Saturdays, noon–4 p.m. They can 
assist with your information and research needs, guide you in the use of library resources, 
help you choose the right databases for your search, or find print resources on your topic. 
If you’d like to consult with a reference librarian while in the Library, just ask at the Main 
Desk.  
 
~ Nancy Tannery 
 
 
 
A New Breed of Librarian: The Informationist 

In 1999, Barb Folb began her HSLS career as a reference/
outreach librarian at Western Psychiatric Institute & Clinic 
(WPIC). Four years later, she was appointed public health li-
brarian/liaison to the Graduate School of Public Health (GSPH). 
In that position, she provided reference services and library 
instruction to faculty, staff, and students.  
 
Several years ago, Barb began attending public health classes 
at GSPH. Because public health encompasses many academic 
disciplines, Barb quickly realized the more she learned about 
the various disciplines, the better she was able to deliver infor-
mation services to users. This led Barb to apply for a two-year 

informationist training grant from the National Library of Medicine (NLM). An Informationist 
combines a strong background in library science with expertise in a specialized subject 
area such as biomedical research, consumer health, or public health.  



Informationists are usually embedded with the professionals they support. Barb was 
awarded the fellowship in 2007. 
 
The fellowship has allowed Barb to further her education and work experience in public 
health. She spent the past two years at GSPH earning a Master’s of Public Health degree 
emphasizing behavioral and community health sciences. She also earned an Evaluation of 
Public Health Programs certificate. She completed her course work in December, 2009, and 
is currently working on her thesis. Her research area is the information needs and behav-
iors of disaster response professionals. 
 
During her fellowship, Barb completed two practicums. The first, from January, 2008 
through December, 2009, was at the GSPH Center for Public Health Practice, where she 
assisted with the information needs of professionals working in the field of disaster prepar-
edness.  
 
Barb then went on to complete a second, four-month practicum at the Schuylkill County 
Emergency Management Agency, where she performed information searches on topics re-
lated to Strategic National Stockpile distribution planning. She also observed the daily op-
eration of the Schuylkill County Emergency Management Agency, and attended planning 
meetings of the Task Force Health and Geographic Information System regional integration 
committee. 
 
Now back at HSLS, Barb is working as a public health informationist and has two offices—
one at Falk Library and the other at GSPH in the Center for Public Health Practice. Because 
of her fellowship experience, Barb better understands the context in which the faculty, 
staff, and students at GSPH operate, and can better meet their information needs.  
 
~ Jill Foust 
 
 
 
HSLS Staff News 

The HSLS Staff News section includes recent HSLS presentations, publications, staff 
changes, staff promotions, degrees earned, etc. 
 
News 
 
Renae Barger, has been promoted to assistant director for Access Services. Her areas of 
responsibility include the library's circulation and document delivery departments, as well 
as stacks and space management, and onsite and remote storage facilities.  In addition, 
she participates in overall library management as a member of the HSLS Executive Com-
mittee. 
 
Michelle Burda, consumer health librarian, was recognized for her advisory role in re-
viewing and editing the publication Survivorship Guide for Bone Marrow/Stem Cell Trans-
plant: Coping with Late Effects. Stronach, 2010. Southfield, MI: National Bone Marrow 
Transplant LINK (www.nbmtlink.org). 
 
Ansuman Chattopadhyay, head, Molecular Biology Information Service, presented three 
lectures at the fifth Workshop on Genetic Epidemiological Methods for Dissection of Com-
plex Traits in Kolkata, India, February 17-24, 2010. 



Jonathan Erlen, history of medicine librarian is the associate book review editor of The 
Watermark: Newsletter of the Archivists and Librarians in the History of the Health Sci-
ences and has been appointed to the Local Arrangements Committee of the 2010 Southern 
Association for the History of Medicine and Science Conference. 
 
Carrie Iwema, information specialist in Molecular Biology, has been appointed to the 
Medical Library Association’s Grants and Scholarships Committee for a three-year term. 
 
Melissa Ratajeski, reference librarian, has been appointed chair of the Medical Library 
Association’s Beatty Award Jury for 2010-2011. 
 
Patricia Weiss, reference librarian, has been appointed to the Medical Library Associa-
tion’s David A. Kronick Traveling Fellowship Jury. 
 
 
Publications 
 
Jonathon Erlen, history of medicine librarian published “Dissertations” in AVISTA Forum 
Journal, 19(1/2):146-155, 2009 and “Dissertation/Theses” in the Canadian Bulletin of 
Medical History, 26(2):573, 2009. 
 
Liping Song, electronic resources cataloging and access librarian published “The Road to 
CONSER—Taken by the Health Sciences Library System, University of Pittsburgh” in  
Cataloging and Classification Quarterly, 48(2/3):143-152, February 2010. 
 
 
 
 
HSLS Schedule of Classes May-June 2010  

HSLS offers classes on database searching, software applications such as Adobe Photo-
shop, bibliographic management, molecular biology and genetics, and library orienta-
tions.  For more information, visit the online course descriptions (www.hsls.pitt.edu/
services/instruction/desc). 

Classes are held on the first floor of Falk Library (200 Scaife Hall) in classroom 1 and con-
ference room B, and on the second floor in the Computer and Media Center classroom 2. 
Some classes are also held in the conference room at UPMC Shadyside Libraries.  All 
classes are open to faculty, staff and students of the schools of the health sciences at the 
University of Pittsburgh and UPMC. 

No registration is required for any of these classes.  Seating for classes is first-come, first-
served, until the class is full.  Classes marked with an asterisk (*) qualify for American 
Medical Association Category 2 continuing education credit.   

Class schedules are subject to change.  Please consult the online class calendar 
(www.hsls.pitt.edu/services/instruction/calendar) for the most current information. 

 

 

 



HSLS ORIENTATION 

Introduction to HSLS Resources and Services at Falk Library 
(Meet inside entrance to Library) 
Thursday, May 13 1-2 p.m. 
Also offered upon request to groups or individuals. Call 412-648-8796. 
 
 
Introduction to HSLS Services at UPMC Shadyside 
Offered upon request to groups or individuals. Call 412-623-2415. 
 
Finding Full-Text Articles at UPMC Shadyside 
Offered upon request to groups or individuals.  Call 412-623-2415. 
 
 
SEARCHING DATABASES 

PubMed Basics* (Falk Library Classroom 1) 
Thursday, May 27 1-2:30 p.m.  
Thursday, June 10 3-4:30 p.m.  
Wednesday, June 23 10-11:30 a.m.  
 
Searching in CINAHL* (Falk Library Classroom 1) 
Thursday, May 13 10-11:30 a.m. 
 
Searching for Nursing Articles Using CINAHL*(UPMC Shadyside Libraries) 
Friday, May 14 3:30-4:30 p.m.  
 
 
MOLECULAR BIOLOGY AND GENETICS RESOURCES 

DNA Analysis Tools* (Falk Library Conference Room B) 
Wednesday, May 5 1-3 pm.  
 
Pathway Analysis Tools 1* (Falk Library Conference Room B) 
Wednesday, May 19 1-3:30 p.m.  
 
Pathway Analysis Tools 2* (Falk Library Conference Room B)  
Wednesday, June 2 1-3:30 p.m.  
 
Introduction to Vector NTI* (Falk Library Conference Room B) 
Wednesday, June 23 1-3:30 p.m.  
 
 

SOFTWARE TRAINING 

EndNote Basics (Falk Library Classroom 2) 
(Note: This class is usually full.  Please arrive 15 minutes in advance to ensure seating.)
Thursday, May 13 10 a.m.-noon  
Thursday, June 17 1-3 p.m. 
 
 
 



Adobe Photoshop for Beginners (Falk Library Classroom 2) 
Tuesday, May 11 10 a.m.-noon  
Tuesday, June 8 10 a.m.-noon 
 
PowerPoint for Beginners  
Wednesday, June 16 10 a.m.-noon (Falk Library Classroom 2) 
Wednesday, June 23 10 a.m.-noon (UPMC Shadyside Libraries) 
 
Advanced PowerPoint for Presentations (Falk Library Classroom 2) 
Wednesday, May 19 10 a.m.-noon    
 
The WOW Factor: PowerPoint for Posters (Falk Library Classroom 2) 
Tuesday, May 25 10 a.m.-noon   
 
 
LUNCH WITH A LIBRARIAN 

These informal, brown-bag lunches are held in Falk Library conference room B. Bring your 
own lunch.  Drinks and dessert are provided.  For more information, visit the online  
descriptions (www.hsls.pitt.edu/services/instruction/lunchlibrarian/). 
 
Searching for Dollar$: Grant Resources  
Thursday, May 13 Noon-1 p.m. 
 
Twitter: a Powerful Current Awareness Tool 
Tuesday, June 22 Noon-1 p.m. 
 
 
Thursday @ Three HSLS UPMC Shadyside Libraries Information Series 
These informal sessions are held in the conference room at UPMC Shadyside Libraries. 

Why Use Clinical Focus? 
Thursday May 6 3-4 p.m.  
 
Beyond PubMed-Next Generation Literature Searching 
Thursday, June 17 3-4 p.m. 
 
 
CUSTOMIZED CLASSES 

Customized classes (www.hsls.pitt.edu/services/instruction/customizedinstruction) can be 
developed for your department, course, or other group. 
 
 
LEARNING @ YOUR PACE 

These online tutorials (www.hsls.pitt.edu/services/learning_at_your_pace) provide infor-
mation on getting started at HSLS, focusing on the Web site and popular resources. 

 

 

 


